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A. A SNAPSHOT OF SPRINGFIELD 
The Town of Springfield, located in northwestern Dane County, is predominately a farming 
community. The Town has experienced modest population growth over the past decade. Al-
though farming is the primary economic activity in Springfield, more than 80% of the Town’s 
2,762 residents live in non-farm homes.  

Residents enjoy the rural atmosphere of 
the Town. The large number of active 
farms and gently rolling topography con-
tribute to a rural character. Water re-
sources, such as small lakes found in the 
northwest part of the Town, Pheasant 
Branch Creek and Spring Creek, and the 
Waunakee Marsh, add to the open, rural 
feel. Most Town land is undeveloped, but 
the landscape is punctuated by historic and 
more recent settlements, such as Martins-
ville, Springfield Corners, Ashton, Ashton Corners, and the Enchanted Valley subdivision area. 
Other pockets of residential development are scattered throughout the Town.  

Current residents treasure the rural agricultural landscape of the Town. This landscape is also 
proving attractive to an increasing amount of new residents. Given the Town’s proximity to the 
Madison urban area and the planned improvements to U.S. Highway 12, growth over the next 
20 years could gradually erode the Town’s rural character. In this context, planned development 
in a timely, orderly, and predictable manner is essential to preserving the Town’s farmland; pro-
tecting its wetlands, woodlands, and other natural features; avoiding land use conflicts; providing 
appropriate housing and employment opportunities; and protecting the Town’s rural heritage.  

B. PURPOSE OF THIS PLAN 
The Town of Springfield Comprehensive Plan will allow the Town to guide short-range and long-range 
growth, development, and preservation. The purposes of the Comprehensive Plan are to: 

 Identify areas appropriate for development and continued agricultural preservation over the 
next 20 years; 

 Recommend types of land use for specific areas in the Town;  
 Preserve agricultural lands and retain farming as a viable occupation; 
 Identify needed transportation and community facilities to serve future land uses; 
 Direct private housing and other investment in the Town; and 
 Provide detailed strategies to implement plan recommendations.  

This Comprehensive Plan was prepared under the State of Wisconsin’s new “Smart Growth” legis-
lation, adopted in 1999 and contained in §66.1001, Wisconsin Statutes. This Plan meets all of the 
statutory elements and requirements of the “Smart Growth” law. The document is organized 
into several chapters corresponding with the required plan elements under the Smart Growth 
law. 




