Springfield Newsletter December 2015
Volume No
Tax Collections
-Payments Are Preferred By Mail-
Checks Payable to: Town of Springfield
Please mail to: Town of Springfield, 6157 CTH P, Dane, W1l 53529

Tax Collection during normal office hours at the Town Hall: Monday 8:00-5:00, Tuesday
thru Thursday 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. Friday 8:00-Noon 608-849-7887
YOU MUST SEND A SEPARATE CHECK FOR TAX PAYMENT AND DOG LICENSES
The drop box is located to the left of the front door and is checked daily.

The office will be closed for the holidays:
Thursday & Friday, December 24-25, 2015 & Friday, January 1, 2016 Note: USPS is taking 3-7
days to deliver First Class Mail, with this in mind, please consider mailing your tax payment
earlier.

Escrow Payments: Tax bills are mailed to taxpayers only. If you are paying with an escrow
check, please make sure your check is properly endorsed before you mail it to the Town. If an
escrow check is greater than the actual amount due, NO IMMEDIATE REFUNDS will be issued
for the difference and no refunds will be issued unless the tax bill has been paid in full. If your
escrow check is too large, you have two options: 1. Contact your mortgage company and ask that
they reissue your tax payment check in the exact amount of your bill. 2. A refund check will be
processed by the Town of Springfield after tax settlement in February. Tax overpayment of
$2.00 or less will not be refunded.

Payment Information: Tax payments due by January 31, 2016 payable to Town of Springfield
and mailed to the above address will be accepted as timely only if payments are in our office by
January 31, 2016. Postdated checks will not be honored. If you would like a receipt, please send
a stamped, self-addressed envelope along with your tax bill and payment. Payments with a U.S.
postmark on or before December 31, 2015 will be processed as being paid in 2015. Payments
with a U.S. postmark by January 31, 2016 will be considered paid on time. Any payments made
after January 31, 2016 should be made payable to and mailed to the Dane County Treasurer (see
back of tax bill).

TOWN BOARD MEETING TIMES
The Town Board holds their regular monthly meetings on the first and third Tuesdays of the
month. Meetings begin at 7:30 p.m. at the Town Hall, 6157 CTH P. Starting January 1, 2016
agendas will be posted at the Town Hall and the website only. If a meeting time should be
changed, it will also be posted. Our official newspapers are the Waunakee Tribune and the
Middleton Times-Tribune. To be placed on the agenda, contact the Clerk Treasurer at 849-7887.

BUILDING PERMITS AND INSPECTIONS
The Town contracts with the firm Safebuilt for our building inspector. Office hours are
Wednesday from 11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. at the Town Hall or call 1-800-422-5220 anytime. A
reminder that permits are required for ALL agricultural, commercial and residential buildings.
Remodeling also requires a building permit. Residing, reroofing (unless replacing roof boards),
and finishing of interior surfaces (e.g. carpeting) shall be exempt from permit regulations. A
reminder that Dane County also requires zoning permits for buildings. We suggest that you call



266-4266 or visit their website www.co.dane.wi.us with questions regarding their regulations.

Springfield Town Hall Office Hours: The town hall office is generally open from 8 a.m. to 5
on Monday, 8 a.m.-4:00 p.m. Tuesday through Thursday and 8 a.m. to noon on Friday.
Occasionally meetings or errands alter that time frame, so please call ahead 849-7887. A drop
box is located to the left of the front door, if you need to leave something after hours. Phone:
608-849-7887 (Voice mail 24 hrs. aday) Fax: 608-849-6187

Email: townhall@town.springfield.wi.us Website: www.town.springfield.wi.us

CHRISTMAS TREE PICK-UP
Saturday, January 9, 2016
Saturday, January 23, 2016

PLEASE CONSIDER SERVING ON THE TOWN BOARD
NEXT ELECTION APRIL 1, 2016

Now is the time to circulate nomination papers.
The first day to circulate nomination papers is December 1, 2015 and the final day for filing
nomination papers is 5:00 p.m. Tuesday, January 5, 2016. A minimum of 20 signatures is
needed to be placed on the ballot. All necessary papers are available from the town clerk
treasurer. If a primary election is necessary, the primary will be held on Tuesday, February 16,
2016.

OFFICE INCUMBENT TERM
Town Board Supervisor IlI Art Meinholz Two years
Town Board Supervisor 1V Dan Dresen Two years

All terms will begin on April 19, 2016. The Town Board currently meets twice a month on the
first and third Tuesday at 7:30 p.m. and a per diem of $50.00 is paid. For more detailed
information on responsibilities please feel free to contact the clerk treasurer at 849-7887.

Plan Commission Appointments
The Plan Commission has two seats which will be up for reappointment. If you are an
individual interested in land use planning as it relates to the Town, you are encouraged to apply
for these positions. Please submit a resume to the Town Clerk Treasurer by January 14, 2016
and plan to attend the Monday, February 1, 2016 meeting at 7:30 p.m. For further information,
contact the Town Clerk Treasurer at 849-7887 or send your resume to 6157 CTH P, Dane, WI
53529.

Dog Licenses: Fee Amounts for 2016
State law requires an annual license and a current rabies vaccination for all dogs 5 months of age
or older. License fee for neutered male and spayed female is $15.00. License fee for unneutered
male and unspayed female is $20.00. All licenses will be for the year 2016. The animal owner
must annually provide proof of rabies vaccination for dogs before the license can be issued.
Please send the rabies certification or a copy along with the completed application and a check
separate from your tax payment: payable to the Town of Springfield. The rabies certificate will
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be returned to you along with your dog license. Please send a stamped, self-addressed envelope
for the return of your license. To avoid late fees please pay by April 1, 2016.

RECYCLING NEWS —The new recycling schedule is included with your tax bill for 2016.
Remember to retrieve your containers so they don’t end up in the road when they blow around.

FOOD DRIVE AT ELECTIONS: _Feel free to donate whenever you come to vote. All
donations go to local food pantries.

Winter Driving Safety & Sharing the Road with Snow Plows

Things to remember:

1. Slow down. Speed is the #1 cause of winter crashes.

2. Prepare your vehicle for winter driving and put winter gear, blankets, water inside vehicle,
also.

3. Maintain your distance to avoid collisions and damage from flying sand & salt.

4. Move your vehicle to the left of your lane so the equipment operator can see you in the mirror.
5. Snow plows cause soft snow to swirl, making it difficult to see the plow & for the plow
operator to see you.

6. Snow plows usually leave a ridge of snow, making passing hazardous.

7. Turn on your headlights and windshield wipers for additional visibility.

8. Snow removal equipment may have to slow down, stop or back up. Beware!

9. Make sure your cell phone is charged.

10. Follow the same route to and from work or activities, let someone know this route if you
need to be located they will know where to start looking for you.

PLEASE KEEP YOUR PARKED VEHICLES OFF THE ROADS DURING SNOW!

Driveway Clearing Tips

1. Do not shovel, blow snow or have your driveway plowed into or across the road. This is
prohibited by law and can cause a serious traffic hazard. The snow freezes and is almost
impossible to plow. If possible, it is best to place snow on the side of your driveway opposite
direction from which the plow is coming. That way, the plow will carry snow away from your
driveway rather than back into it.

2. If possible, wait until the road has been plowed before cleaning out the end 5 to 10 feet of your
driveway. There is no practical way to plow the road without depositing snow into your
driveway. Please understand the Town cannot go back and shovel or plow out the end of any
private driveway.

3. Do not allow children to play on snow banks along the road. Warn them not to tunnel or build
snow caves along the road. Snow plows may need to open up vision corners or push back snow
banks to provide storage room for future storms.

Posting of Meetings Will Change

Starting January 1, 2016 the Town will no longer be posting meeting and election notices at the
windows in Ashton and Schneider Rd Business Centre. Postings will continue at the Town Hall
window and on the website http://www.town.springfield.wi.us.
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Middleton-Cross Plains  Waunakee Community
Area School District

School District

Sauk- Prairie
School District

State 0.1699646 0.1699646 0.1699646
County 3.5759396 3.5759396 3.5759396
Local (Town) 2.0528481 2.0528481 2.0528481
Vocational (MATC) 0.9259428 0.9259428 0.9259428
School District 11.603095 11.604794 10.327705
Gross Tax 18.327788 18.329487 17.052398
Less State Credit 2.0065703 2.0065703 2.0065703
Net Tax 16.321218 16.322917 15.045828
Less First Dollar Credit  75.57 75.43 67.13
Less Lottery Credit 122.08 121.85 108.44
Plus Refuse/Recycling  180.00 180.00 180.00

The assessment ratio for this year is 100.871%. The total valuation in the Town of Springfield is
$387,558,800. If you have questions regarding the school tax amount please direct them to the
individual school district.



